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INTRODUCTION 


Stettler had its origin in 1905 when the residents of the 
Hamlet of Blumenau moved their buildings two miles westward to the 
newly constructed Canadian Pacific Railway line. The new towrisite 
was named in honour of its most active citizen, Carl Stettler, a native 
of Switzerland who came to Alberta in 1903. 


The town began as a business centre rather than a social 
or residence centre for farm families. Small industries, trade and 
transportation were important early enterprises and their importance 
has continued to this date. 


As is characteristic of all "business" and "market" type 
towns or villages in Western Canada and United States. Stettler 
townsite was originally laid out to feature business blocks, with 
little or no plan for future development. The full effects of such m 
attitude are only now beginning to be felt as a result of a rapidly 
increasing population and economic activity since the conclusion of 
World War II. 


This report examines the physical, social and economic 
structure of the town, identifies problems which face the community 
and in cooperation with the Stettler Planning Advisory Commission 
Suggests plans for future development. 
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PART ONE 
EXISTING CONDITIONS, AND ANALYSIS 





GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION 


The Town of Stettler is located in Central Alberta at lat- 
itude 52°20' and longitude 120°%2' at an altitude of 2,693 feet. It 
occupies 906 acres in parts of Section 7, 8 and 9 of Township 39, 
Range 19, West of the 4th Meridian. 


Stettler is 130 highway miles south east of Edmonton, and 
154 highway miles north east of Calgary. Red Deer, the nearest City 
to Stettler, is 64 miles to the west. The Alberta-Saskatchewan border 
is 134 miles to the east. 


Stettler is located at the junction of east-west and north- 
south secondary rail and highway routes. 
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GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY 


Stettler lies in the western part of the great central 
plains region which extends from somewhat east of Winnipeg in Manitoba 
to the foothills of the Rockies in western Alberta. In this region the 
underlying rock structure consists of horizontal strata of sedimentary 
formation. The whole area has been subject to continental glaciation. 
The central plains area is, in general, level to rolling land under two 
thousand feet in elevation except in the far west where it rises grad- 
ually to merge with the foothills. 


In that portion of the region in which Stettler is loc- 
ated the general surface slopes with barely perceptible grades to the 
northeast. The gradient of the interstream areas averages about twelve 
feet to the mile. 


The nature of the uppermost strata of the underlying 
rocks has had an effect on the development of the surface features and 
the drainage pattern. The surface formation in the area surrounding 
Stettler is the Edmonton formation which is largely made up of fine silt 
and clay sediments. Glacial erosion and the present day erosion by run- 
ning water produce flat or very gently sloping topography in areas where 
the formation is uppermost. 


Since rocks of the Edmonton formation are clayey and 
impervious, water does not seep away but is either retained as shallow 
intermittent lakes or sloughs or else flows in sluggish and intermittent 
streams either northward into the Battle River or southward into the 
Red Deer River. Stettler is located on the minor divide between the 
Battle River and the Red Deer River drainage basins. Redwillow Creek to 
the south and west of Stettler flows into the Battle River. 


Source of Information:- 

"Soil Survey of Red Deer Sheet" by W.E. Bowser, T.W. Peters and 
J.O. Newton - University of Alberta 
1951s 





CLIMATE; 


Climatic conditions, particularly rainfall, frost and 
hail, are of great importance to the town. As an agricultural market 
town, the livelihood of most of Stettler's residents is primarily 
dependent upon the farmer, who in turn is primarily dependent upon 
the success of his crops. Climatic onditions together with soil 
type can spell success or failure of any crop. 


The climate of Stettler ischaracterized by moderately 
warm summer and relatively cold winter temperatures. Records in- 
dicate mean summer temperature of 52°F, and mean winter temperature 
of 16°F. July is, on the average, the warmest month with a monthly 
temperature of 61°F. On the other hand, January and February are the 
coldest months with monthly mean temperatures of 12°F, 


A large percentage of the precipitation that falls dur- 
ing winter months in Alberta is lost by evaporation in the winter am 
during the spring run-off. As a result the moisture that falls through- 
out the previous fall, and growing season in the main determines the 
crop production. Fortunately in Alberta a large percentage of the 
annual precipitation comes during this effective period. June is the 
month of highest rainfall with July and August about equal and only 
Slightly lower than June. These are the important crop growing months. 
Records indicate 75 percent or over of the annual moisture falls in 
the Stettler area during this effective period. Since 1919, the prev- 
ious fall's plus growing season's rainfall at Stettler has been below 
10.00 inches for four years (considered to be drought years) and four 
years only slightly above. Other than these eight years, no danger 
of drought existed to destroy or damage crops. Records indicate the 
frequency of drought years increased from West to East in Central 
Alberta. The average yearly precipitation is 15.49 inches, of which 
12.19 inches falls as rain, the remainder falling as snow. (Approx- 
imately 33 inches snow). 


Stettler has between 110 and 115 days a year killing 
frostfree. Although ealy frosts do occnr ocasionally in the area. 
in general it can be stated that frost is not a serious handicap to 
crop production. 


Contrary to popular belief, prevailing winds in the Stet- 
tler area are not from the west. Records indicate "south" as the pre- 
dominent wind direction during eleven months of the year. However, 
the velocity of west and north west winds is approximately double the 
velocity of southerly winds. 


Sources of Information: 
"Soil Survey of Red Deer Sheet" by W.E. Bowser, T.W. Peters and 

J.D. Newton - We iyevadty of Alberta 1951. 
Dominion Meterological Services - Department of Transport. 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 


Stettler was incorporated as a town in 1906. In the Pro- 
vince of Alberta towns are governed by a council consisting of a mayor, 
elected for a two year term, and six councillors, two elected each 
year for a three year term. 


The town council appoints a secretary-treasurer who car- 
ries out the instructions and policy set by it. A superintendent of 
works, appointed by council, supervises public works and utilities. 


The school is controlled by an elected Stettler School 
District No.1475: board. This District is one of 76 school districts 
in the Stettler School Division No.26. 





POPULATION 


Past Poupulation Growth - The population growth curves of stettler 
and the Province of Alberta are shown in 
Pegvnl. 


The townsite which later became Stettler, was first set- 
tiled in the fall of 1905. The first population statistics collected 
in 1906, the year Stettler was erected a village and incorporated as 
a town, show a total population of 570 persons. This rapid initial 
growth can be attributed to the complete removal of the nearby hamlet 
of blumenau to the townsite, and the construction of a railway through 
the district. 

Growth continued at a rapid rate until 1911 when the 
population reached 1,444 persons, a figure Stettler did not again at- 
tain until 1945. After 1911, the population declined to 1,168. ix 
1916. This decline was Opposite to the overall increase of 125,000 
persons in the Province during the same period. 


After 1916, the population decline reversed itself and 
climed to 1,416 persons by 1921 as a result of returning veterans 
the First World War and general prosperity throughout the Province. 
Between 1921 and 1926 Alberta's population showed a small and almost 
negligible increase as a result of the collapse of European demand 
for agricultural and industrial products. This depvression period was 
very noticeable in Stettler where the number of persons dropped to 
1,127 by 1926. 


Between 1926 and 1931, the population increased slightly 
to 1,219 but dropped slightly in the following five years, whereas 
the Province experienced a sharp increase between 1926 and 1931 and a 
lesser increase the following five years. 
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Date 


1901 
1906 
1911 
1916 
1921 
1926 
1931 
1936 
1941 
1946 
1951 
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Fig. No.2 


POPULATION STATISTICS 


Alberta 


Population 


73,022 
185,412 
374,663 
496 ,525 
588 ,454 
607 ,409 
731,605 
772,782 
796,169 
803 , 330 
936 ,556 


% Increase 





Stettler 


Population | % Increase 





Year 


1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 


1951 
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From 1936 on through the war years a gradual growth . 
the population took place. By 1946, Stettler had 1,499 persons, slightly 
more than the previous maximum population of 1,444 in 1911. It is inter- 
esting to note that it had taken Stettler 35 years to regain the popula- 
tion it once had, while during the same 35 year period Alberta's popula- 
tion had more than doubled. 


Following the war three factors contributed to the phen- 
omonal growth of the population in Stettler; general economic pros- 
perity in the Province, discovery of oil in the district and subseq- 
uent establishment of new oil field supply businesses, and the increas- 
ing wealth and size of trading area of the town. In 1951 there were 
2,442 persons, an increase of 64% over the 1946 population. Although no 
present population (July 1952) figures are available, increased over- 
crowding in the school, and the number of building permits issued during 
the past year indicate the rate of growth is being maintained, if not 
increased. 


Future Population - In making predictions of future population of Stet 
tler the following factors must be taken into con- 
sideration natural increase, and migration:- 


1. Natural Increase - Fig.3 shows natural increase figures 
for Alberta and the Town of Stettler for the post war 
years. The greater changes and fluctuations apparent 
in the Stettler figures as compared to the Alberta fig- 
ures are dme to the smaller population dealt with in 
Stettler. Assuming an approximate natural increase rate 
of 20 Per 1000 year, the increase in population due to 
this factor alone would be approximately 500 in the next 
ten year period. . 


2. Migration - As a result of boom conditions in the Stet- 
tler area, the effect of migration has been greater 
than the natural increase factor. In former years net 
migration was mostly outwards. That is, more persons 
left town than entered. Since the second World War 
net in-migration has been increasing yearly. Fig. 2 
indicates a 64% or 943 increase in population between 
1946 and 1951. Although complete 1951 census figures 
are not available, the portion of the above increase 
attributable to in-migration can be estimated at 700. 
A majority of the 700 persons entered as a result of 
the discovery of oil in the district in 1949. The 
remainder of the 700 have been returning war veterans 
and retired farmers of the district. Limited demo- 
graphic statistics, and in particular unstable con- 
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ditions resulting from the newly found oil prosperity 
meke it difficult, if not impossible, to estimate 
future population figures upon a rational basis. 


Sources of Information: 
"Alberta Facts and figures" - Alberta Department of Industries and Labour 
Census - Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 
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ECONOMIC BASE 


Six occupations characterize the function of agricultural 
"business" towns or villages. Although the recent discovery of oil 
might tend to overshadow the agricultural aspect, Stettler was, is am 
no doubt will continue to be an agricultural business town. The six 
occupations are trade or merchandising; domestic, personal and profess- 
ional services; transportation; industry; agriculture. 


Agriculture; - The area surrounding Stettler is in the mixed farming 

belt. A major share of agricultural income is derived 
from grain crops which include wheat, oats, barley and rye, in that 
order of production. 


Vegetable growing, livestock raising, dairy and poultry 
produce are other agricultural activities carried on in the area. 


Stettler, as is the case in most prairie communities, is 
primarily a service centre for farmers. While only farmers in the 
immediate vicinity of Stettler bring their products to town for sale, 
the area from which farmers and their families are drawn to purchase 
Supplies is a great deal larger. Map I shows trading areas of Stet- 
tier. 


Mineral Resources - Oil was discovered five miles southwest of Stet- 
tler in May 1949. Since this discovery well, 
the Stettler area has developed into one of Alberta's major oil sec- 
tors with a production of over one million barrels to date and a 
proven reserve of more than 20 million barrels. In addition to the 
"Stettler field" another important field near the Village of Big Val- 
ley, 20 miles south of Stettler, has been brought into production 
Since its discovery in 1950, the "Big Valley field” has produced 
nearly 1/2 million barrels. Twelve miles west of Stettler, a promis- 
ing gas field has also been found. 


Although the Big Valley oil field is located much closer 
to the Village of Big Valley, and the gas field is closer to the Ham- 
let of Nevis, Stettler has remained the supply and administrative 
headquarters for these fields. It is common practice among oil com- 
panies to centralize these activities for an overall area in one loc- 
ality. 


Stettler has become such a focal point as a result of (1) 
favourable transportation facilities, particularly rail; (2) better 
living conditions, water,sewerage, gas, etc. available in. comparison 
to other localities in the area; (3) initial oil discovery and first 
developed field situated near Stettler. 
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Along with its oil field centre role, Stettler has reaped 
the benefits and disadvantages inherent in boom development. The chief 
benefit has been increased economic activity. All types of businesses 
have enjoyed greater prosperity as a result of the growing population 
and purchasing power. The chief disadvantage has been the lack of 
housing and subsequent overcrowding, poor housing conditions ard high 
rentals. 


Amidst the newly found prosperous atmosphere and apparent 
optimism among many of the town's citizens, one sobering question aris- 
ess- Will this new economic prosperity be permanent? 


Oil exploration and well drilling are the two phases of 
"oil business" which usually create increased activity in an area which 
it occurs. After a field has been defined and "drilled out", only minor 
supervisory work in the field remains Permanent benefits occur when 
refineries and allied industries develop in an area. (This has occured 
primarily in the Edmonton area). 


The second question which naturally follows is:- Will 
Stettler become an industrial centre as a result of nearby oil discover- 
ies? Two factors do not indicate any such possible development in the 
near future. (1) A recent announcement to the effect that a crude oil 
pipeline from the Stettler area fields to Edmonton will be constructed 
this year. This would seem to indicate that the crude oil will be re- 
fined in Edmonton, - not Stettler. (2) Chemical industries using oil 
by-products or natural gas require large quantities of water. The ex- 
isting water supply in Stettler is barely sufficient to meet present 
needs, let alone supply future industries. 


The "Redwater oil field" is an example of a large field 
which has been "drilled out" recently, and with no permanent industries 
being established to replace the feverish boom development of the past 
four years. The population has begun to decline from the maximum poizt 
reached during the height of the "boom". However, it is too early to 
assume that Redwater's population will decline to the pre-oil discovery 
level. 


It may not be correct to assume that Stettler's economic 
and population growth will begin to decline after a certain stage has 
been reached. In comparison to Redwater's nearness to Edmonton, Stet- 
tler's central position in a large oil producing area (East Central 
Alberta) some distance from large urban centres such as Edmonton and 
Calgary might partially offset the previously mentioned drawbacks pre- 
venting permanent ecomomic gains. 
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Industry - Stettler's existing industrial enterprises are limited to 

a creamery, two egg grading stations, and five grain ele- 
vators with a total storage capacity of 166,000 bushels. A former 
flour mill building is now used for storage purposes. 


It is interesting to note that the closing of the flour 
mill was not due to local conditions only, but to changing practices 
among farmers throughout the province. Many flour mills have ceased 
operation as a result of farmers no longer bringing their wheat to be 
ground into flour by the mill operator, who would receive payment in 
cash or in kind. Increasing financial resources and subsequent rais- 
ing of the standard of living has enabled the farmer to buy many more 
ready-made products than was previously the case. Bread and flour, for 
example, are now purchased in village or town stores. This is one more 
example of the Alberta farmer losing part of his pioneering independence 
and becoming more interdependent with his town cousins. 


Trading Area - Stettler is considered to be in the Edmonton Wholesale 

Area, since most supplies are obtained through Edmonton 
wholesalers or agents. The C.P.R. line east from Lacombe through Stet- 
tler is the approximate boundary between the Edmonton and Calgary whole~ 
sale trading areas. 


A survey conducted among various business establishments 
in Stettler indicated that the size of trading area varied for each 
type of article sold or service offered. The results of this survey 
are shown in Map l. 


Observation of this map indicates a larger than average 
trading area, particularly in an easterly direction, for women's cloth- 
ing. This is not unusual. Surveys in other localities have shown that 
the factor of greater selection increases the distance persons will 
travel to satisfy their wishes. 


Stettler's position within its own trading area is un- 
usual. Map 1 shows the town situated off centre in a westerly direc- 
tion in relation to its overall trading area. This is because the 
larger urban centres of Lacombe and Red Deer, located west of Stettler, 
limit Stettler's "sphere of influence" on the west, whereas no larger 
centres occur on the east, and because _ the Red Deer River to the west 
and Buffalo Lake to the north-west, being barriers to transportation, 
limit the trading area. To a certain extent, the Battle River to the 
north-east is also a limiting factor. 


It is probable that Stettler's position was central in re~- 
lation to the original trading area before World War 1. The radius of 
this trading area was approximately the maximum distance travelled in 


one day by a horse and buggy - about 10 miles. With the advent of the 
automobile and truck, distances measured in time units began to shrink. 
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As a result of incréasing prosperity among farmers, owner- 
ship of an automobile or truck or both has become more common and wide- 
spread. Although the extent of the trading area has not increased 
greatly in recent years, the number of farm families within the trading 
area driving to town for supplies and the number of trips per farm 
family has increased measurably as a result of increased autombile and 
truck ownership and improved road conditions. 


The above factor, together with the recent oil and gas dis- 
coveries, are the two prime reasons why Stettler'’s economic situation 
has appreciably improved. 


Sources of Information:- 

Business establishments - Stettler 

"Alberta Facts and Figures, 1950" - Alberta Department of Industries 
and Labour 

"Economic Survey of the Town of Stettler" - Alberta Department of Econ- 
omic Affairs. 

C.W. Jackman - Statistician - Alberta Department of Mines and Minerals. 
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LAND USE 


The built-up area of Stettler is generally defined by the 
interesecting railway lines, and low-lying poorly drained land to the 
south and south-west. Of a total land area of 906 acres, the built-up 
area of Stettler occupies approximately 307 acres or 34.0% of the total. 


As shown on Map 2, the original townsite subdivision plan 
and all subsequent subdivisions have been laid out on a gridiron pat- 
tern, with the North-South streets at right angles to the C.P.R, right- 
of-way. Practically all the land south of the C.P.R. right-of-way has 
been subdivided into blocks and lots. Even the present golf course 
Site remains to this date legally subdivided. Such a layout pattern 
does not take into consideration topography and low-lying areas not 
favorable for various types of development. However, the outline of 
the built-up area does show that these unfavorable areas have been 
avoided to date. Except for one block immediately south of the school 
no development has occured in the low-lying area on both sides of the 
new highway by-pass. Map 3 shows areas not suitable in their present 
state for any type of development. Installation of a storm sewer 
drainage system and considerable land filling could alter this situa- 
tion. 


Similarly, the area in the vicinity of the skating rink 
is low lying. Although it is close to the business centre, develop- 
ment in the area has been slow and of recent date. Many vacant lots 
still remaining are subject to filling with water. 


Early development in the town occured within three to 
four blocks on each side of Main Street. Due to the poorly-drained areas 
the south and south-west of this central core, later development spread 
westward just south of the C.P.R. right-of-way from the hospital site 
to the western town limits. This area is commonly referred to as Rose- 
dale or West Stettler. 
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LAND USE eT 
see ~ (See Map 4)~ 
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Pico No. 5 
LAND USE AREAS IN BUILT-UP AREA 
LAND USE REMARKS 
Residential 34. 
Commercial 
Does not include 
Industrial railway trackage 


outside station 
erounds. 
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The east side of the central core has also witnessed re- 
cent development. This area, however, has not been confined by low- 
lying poorly drained areas, but rather by converging railway lines. 
Proximity to two intersecting railway lines has decreased the desira- 
bility of this area for residential building purposes. Over 15 acres 
of town-owned land immediately west of the railway intersection are 
still vacant. 


Other undeveloped lands include over 280 acres of agri- 
cultural land north of the C. P. R. right-of-way and east of the 
railway intersection, and over 160 acres devoted to recreational uses 
such as golf course and exhibition grounds. 


Vacant land in the built-up area totals 16.5 acres of 
-which 9.8 acres is privately owned. Most of this privately owned 
land is near the western extremity of town where an unauthorized 
shack-type development has occured recently. 


Most of the vacant 78.3 acres owned by the town is 
located outside the built-up area, north and south of the new highway 
by-pass. As shown on Map 3, most of this land is low-lying and poorly 
drained. Its future use is dependent upon installation of a storm 
sewer system in the area. 


Residential Use - Most residential land use consists of single family 
dwellings. Several two-family dwellings exist, and 
two apartment buildings have been erected near the business centre. 


Although small in population and area compared to 
most urban centres, Stettler does exhibit the common urban phenomona 
of "ecological areas". One such area is the "central core" consist- 
ing of old and new houses, most of which are in fair or good condition. 
The "old timers" of Stettler reside in this area, - persons who ar- 
rived years ago and have since firmly established themseives in the 
economic and social life of the town. 


Other "areas” exist at the two opposite ends of town, -the 
"Past end" and "Rosedale" on the west. The term "East end" in parti- 
cular has a social stigma attached to it. The "East end" can be de- 
fined as the area east of the Court House, between the intersecting 
railway tracks. Map 5 shows most of the buildings in this area to 
have been built since 1946. Map 6 shows a majority of these houses to 
be in poor condition. The. "young families" in this area are relatively 
new to the community, having settled in Stettler after the Second World 
War. There are also edlerly couples who have retired to town after 
spending many years farming in the Stettler area. Generally, residents 
in this area are in the lower-income group. 
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A somewhat similar situation exists in "Rosedale”. Most 
of the houses have been built since 1946 and can be classified as be- 
ing in poor or fair condition. 


One semi-isolated block south of the school consists 
mostly of houses in poor condition, occupied by low-income families. 
The area is commonly referred to as "Stacktown" (named after a 
Mr. Stack, the original owner), a term resented by its occupants. Two 
low-lying blocks immediately east of this area are presentiy being 
filled for future residential purposes. 


Commercial Use - The commercial centre of town is situated in a strip 

along both sides of Main Street from 51st Avenue to 
47th Avenue, and along 50th Avenue from 5ist Street to 48th Street. 
The original commercial area was centered about the intersection of 
50th Avenue and Main Street (50th Street). Since conclusion of the 
Second Worid War, the establishment of many new business enterprises 
has caused a southward extension of the commercial area along Main 
Street from 49th Avenue to 47th Avenue. 


The total area devoted to commercial uses covers 11.3 
acres, 1.2% of the total town area, or 3.64 of the built-up area. 


Map 4 illustrates the location of the commercial area 
relative to residential areas of the town. The Main Street Commercial 
strip bisects the major residential area. Only the "Rosedale" section 
on the west appears to be off.to one.side, (approximately one-half . 
miie). This fact has given rise to agitation among "Rosedale" resi- 
dents for the establishment of service businesses such as a grocery 
and hardware in the area. 


Industrial Use - The major industrial use of the land is the C. P. R. 

and C. N. R. Station Ground and right-of-way. It 
accounts for 75.8 acres of a total industrial area of 79.7 acres in 
the town. Most of the newly constructed oii field supply warehouses 
and offices are located in the C. P. R. Station Grounds. Several 
such warehouses and other industrial establishments are scattered in 
the four block area from Main Street to 40th Street between 50th 
Avenue and 5lst Avenue. 


‘. The C. N. R. industrial spur line, which served the former 
flour mill at 49th Avenue, has recently been removed for a distance of 
two blocks. Negotiations are underway to have the remaining section 
also lifted. 


One other important industry in Stettler is the creamery 
located at Main Street and 46th Avenue. 
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Recreational Use - The total recreational area, inciuding the golf 

course is over 170 acres. Locations of the 
various recreational uses as shown in Map 7 indicate nearly all the 
open space recreational area is outside the populated or built-up 
areas of the town, Although the location of recreational activities 
requiring large areas, (goif, baseball), outside this built-up area 
is not a serious drawback, the lack of open space for smail area 
recreational activities such as tennis, civic centre park, in the 
built-up area does constitute a problem. 


Source of Information: 


Secretary-Treasurer - Town Office - Stettler. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS 


Social activities occuring in Stettler are not limited 
to town residents oniy. Farmers and their families from points out- 
side Stettler also partake in these activities. 


Similar to their effect upon the economy of Stettier, in- 
creased use of the automobile and construction of more and improved 
roads has caused the farm family to expand its range of contacts and 
extend its social relationships. 


Recreation - Outdoor recreational facilities for children include two 

service-club built playgrounds, and a school playground. 
The playground on the corner of 49th Avenue and 48th Street, next to 
the Court House, is the only one centrally located in relation to the 
area from which the children are drawn. On the other hand, the play- 
ground on the corner of 50th Avenue and 60th Street, near the west 
town limits, and the school playgrounds are not centrally located in 
relation to the populated areas. 


Balanced recreation programs in the playgrounds do not 
exist. No program or supervision is provided at the school play- 
ground afte: school hours. In fact very limited use is made of the 
excellent new school facilities by the Stettler citizens after school 
hours. 


A nine-hole public golf course, softball and baseball 
diamonds, outdoor skating rink and tennis courts in the Waterworks 
Park, covered hockey and skating rink, and covered curling rink are 
other recreational facilities available in the town. 


The Fair Grounds is used for exhibition and sports 
purposes, notably the annual Stettler Stampede and the district school 
track meet. 


Health and Welfare - The Stettler Hospital is located on 4.4 acres of 
land between 53rd and 55th Streets, and 50th and 
Sist Avenues. Although this area is close to the C. P. Rs tracks, 
the fact that the hospital building is at the south end of the biock 
plus the presence of a belt of trees at the north end near the raii- 
way decreases the drawbacks of such a location. Entrance to the hos- 
pital is from 50th Avenue, @ major thoroughfare to the town centre 


from the west. 


The hospital, capacity of which was increased to 56 beds 
in 1949, serves the residents of the Municipal District of Stettler 
including the Town of Stettier. Funds for its operation are provided 
by the Municipai District and the Provincial Department of Heaith. 
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The Alberta Department of Health, in cooperation with the 
Municipal District, also maintains a public health unit located in the 
Court House at the corner of 49th Avenue and 8th Street. 


Services remdered by this Unit include free monthly well 
baby clinic, free medical examinations for school children; sanitary 
inspections; mental guidance clinics held three or four times a year. 


It is interesting to note that unlike large urban centres, 
records indicate that persons in all social classes make use.of the 
services offered by the Public Health unit. 


There is also a group practice medical centre consisting 
of five doctors, housed in a modern building at the corner of 50th 
Avenue and 53rd Street. 


Public Protection - Fire - There is a volunteer fire brigade of 24 

citizens who have at their disposal one 
engine pumper with 400 gallon water tank and one fire hose truck. This 
equipment is housed in the town fire hall at the corner of Main Street 
and 49th Avenue. 


Police - The town police office is located in the 
Court House building. By arrangement with 
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, two R. C. M. P. constables maintain 
law enforcement in the town. 


Religious Organizations - There are seven churches of various denomina- 
tions in the town. Map 7 shows location of 

these churches. Most of these organizations carry on social and recrea- 

tional activities for adults and youth in addition to religious services. 


Service Clubs and Lodges - There are six fraternal lodges in Stettler. 
Of these, only the Masonic and Elks have 

their own buildings. The Elks and Canadian Legion together bought the 

former J. I. Case Implement building, renaming it the Memorial Hall. 


Fight service clubs, four for men and four for women. con- 
duct activities in town. 


Many of these service clubs and lodges meet in the town 
owned hall above the fire station. 


Cultural Activities - The library, located in the town office building, 

contained nearly 3,000 volumes in 1951 serving 
300 members. It is operated by the I.0.D.E. with grants from the Pro- 
vincial Government and Public School Board. 
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There are several arts and crafts, music and drama 
clubs in the town. 


Source of Information: 


Alberta Provincial Health Unit, Stettler - Alberta Department of 
Health. 

Economic Survey of the Town of Stettler - Department of Economic 
Affairs. 
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EDUCATION 
School - 
Date of Construction 1910 
Grades i-12 
Original Rooms 8 


Rooms added (in original building) 


\. 


4 
4 (in new building - 1950) 
7 (special facility rooms in buildings ) 


Permanent Rooms 12 (8-original buiiding & 4-new pbuilding) 
Permanent Seats 410 
Enrollment (1951-52) 550 (335 - Elementary) 


(130 - Intermediate) 
( 85 - High School) 


Temporary Seats 150 (in 4 rooms added in original building) 
Seats Vacant 10 (in Grade XII room in new building) 


Population of School District 2600 (approximately) 


Enrollment Factor 510 (approximate enrollment for School 
2600 District No. 1475) 


The original Stettler school built in 1907 at Oth 
Avenue between 47th and 48th Streets is the present Court House. The 
first building on the present school site was erected in 1910 with a 
designed seating capacity of approximately 300. Until 1950, this builid- 
ing housed Grades 1 to 12, at which time a 4 room, 110 seat annex for 
grades 9 to 12 was constructed. In addition to the four regular class- 
rooms, the annex contains special facilities such as a combination gym- 
nasium-auditorium seating 550, home economics and shop work rooms, 
library, physics and chemistry laboratories, and typing room. 


The Stettler School District No. 1475 in which the school 
is located comprises the Town of Stettler and outlying area covering 
approximately 12 square miles. The school draws its pupils from this 
area and from points outside the district served by the school buses. 
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| Thirty-eight pupils in ali are carried by 2 buses. Several high school 
students whose homes are distant from Stettler reside in Stettler to 
avail themseives of the superior instruction and school plant. 


The record 1951-52 enroliment of 550 students greatly 
overtaxed existing school plant facilities. Since 1948, the over- 
crowding problem has become increasingly acute. Although construction 
of the annex has eased the situation in grades 9 to 12, overcrowding 
pressure remains greatest in the elementary grades. 


YEARLY NEW ENROLLMENT GRADE I 


September 1948 ------- eae eee ae ee Ron ee fee 35 pupils 
September 1949 ----------------------------------- 69 pupils 
September 1950 ------------------------n rrr nnn 70 pupils 
September 1951 ----------------------- nner errr n- 72 pupiis 
Estimated September 1952 ------------------ ween n- 70 pupils. 


Since 1947, the yearly total enrollment increment has been 
approximately 30 pupiis each year. 


The effect of increasing wartime births was first felt in 
the school by the doubling of Grade I enroliment in September 1949 over 
the September 1948 figure. The continued high level of Grade I enroli- 
ment to date can be explained by the continued high birth rate through 
the war and post war years, plus the fact that many new families have 
moved to Stettler as a result of the new found oil prosperity. The 
latter also helps to explain why the yearly total enroliment has been 
increasing approximately 30 each year. 


Everyone realizes the undesirability of over-crowded class- 
rooms and of using, as classrooms, rooms not designed for the purpose. 
The problem of providing adequate school space is, therefore, a most 
pressing one in Stettler. School plant planning in Stettler resolves 
itself into the foliowing: - 


1. The existing combined Grades 1 to le school pliant to be further 
enlarged: 


Disadvantages: (a) Education authorities and psychologists do 
not favor any arrangement whereby chiidren 
from the age of 6 through to adolescents of 
17 and 18 are in close proximity to each other. 
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(b) Many school children, particularily those of 
elementary school age living east of Main 
Street, would still be required to walk 
further than one haif mile to school and cross 
streets carrying heavy traffic.. Map 8 shows 
distribution of school students in Stettier. 
(Agitation for a school east of Main Street 
exists now among the parents living in this 
area). 

Advantages: (a) Existing expensive gymnasium auditorium and 
laboratories would not have to be duplicated. 


Construction of new elementary school. Existing buildings to be 
used as a combined intermediate and high school: 


Disadvantages: (a) Difficulty in obtaining a site within the 
desirable one-half mile waiking range of 
elementary school age childrer’. 


(b) Existing school plant is too large for present 
and expected Grades 7 - 12 enrollment. 


Advantages: (a) Administration of schools on Grades 1 to 6 
and 7 to 12 basis is more efficient. 


(b>) Expensive gymnasium auditorium and other 
special facilities not required for new elemen- 
tary school. 


Construction of a new intermediate and high school. Existing 
building to be used as an elementary school. 


Disadvantages: (a) Gymnasium auditorium and other special facili- 
ties would need to be duplicated while such 
facilities in the existing building wouid not 
be used to their capacity. 


(b) As mentioned previously, many elementary 
school age children would still be required to 
walk further than one-half mile to school. 


Advantages: (a) As mentioned previously, administration on 


Grades 1 to 6 and 7 to 12 basis is more 
efficient. 


Construction of new elementary school on a site east of Main 
Street. Existing buildings to remain as combined Grade 1 to 12 


school. 
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Disadvantages: (a) Only vacant land available, suffieiently 
large enough in area for school purposes, 
is in extreme easterly portion of town near 
intersection of C. N. R. and C. P. R. tracks. 
This vacant land is not centrally located 
with respect to the area which the school 
would serve. Nearby railway lines also make 
this area unfavouable for school purposes. 


(b) As mentioned previously, continuation of the 
combined Grade 1 to 12 school not favored by 
education authorities. 


Advantages: (a) Walking distance to school and danger of 
crossing heavy traffic streets would be re- 
duced for elementary school age chiidren 
residing east of Main Street. 


The above-mentioned possible pians and their advantages 
and disadvantages are based upon the presumption that Stettler schools 
would continue*to draw pupils from the Stettler School District and 
approximate present area served by the two school buses. 


However, the trend towards consolidated schools in semi- 
rural areas indicates that it should be taken into consideration in 
school plant planning for Stettler. 


Map 9 shows the location of, grades and enroliment in 
schools in the Stettler School Division. Increasing the size of the 
Stettler school, so as to serve more children from a greater area than 
at present, would entail closing several schools within school bus com- 
mitting range of Stettler school and daily transporting their students 
to and from Stettler. 


Besides the basic requirement, that of providing new and 
adequate school facilities in Stettler, other factors of condition and 
adequacy of each school to be closed, and existing and possible future 
condition of roads to be travelled by school buses would affect the 
implementation of such a plan. 


Sources of Information: 


Mr. J. W. Briggs, School Principal - Stettier 
Secretary-Treasurer - Stettler School District No. 1475 
Secretary-Treasurer - Stettler School Division No. 26 
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28 
TRANS PORTATION 


Stettler is located at the junction of east-west and 
north-south secondary rail and highway routes. As distinguished from 
secondary routes, main routes in the province are - the Edmonton- 
Calgary highway No. 2 and the C. P. R. Edmonton-Calgary iine. Main 
east-west routes are the Jasper-Edmonton-Lloydminster Provincial High- 
way No. i6, Banff-Calgary-Medicine Hat Provincial Highway No. 1, and 
the C. P. R. transcontinental line through Calgary and C. N. R. trans-~- 
continental line through Edmonton. 


Stettler is served by railway, bus and truck lines. 
The Canadian Pacific Railway, Lacombe-Coronation branch line maintains 
daily, except Sunday, passenger service and the Canadian National Raii- 
way, Edmonton-Calgary branch line has three times a week passenger 
service through Stettler. 


Bus lines operating east to Consort, west to Red Deer, 
and south to Calgary via Three Hills, maintain daily schedules. 


Motor truck freight carriers are widely used for light 
to medium weight and size freight. Several merchants in the town 
commented favourably on service offered by these freight carriers. 
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STREET SYSTEM 


The street system forms the major framework of a town. 
It largely determines the ease, convenience, and safety with which 
people travel about the town; it establishes the size of Diockses it 
is a channel for overhead and underground utilities. No other element 
in the physical make-up of a town is so permanent as its streets. Of 
a street's major functions of providing access, light, and air, the 
access and traffic circulation function is normally the most critical. 


"Market" type towns were laid our on straight lines with 
square corners in a checkerboard or gridiron fashion. These towns 
were strung along a main street, a railroad track, or a river. 


In marked contrast were the many villages or towns laid 
out in Eastern Canada and United States as social or residence centres. 
They were built about a "common" with prominent blocks given over to 
public buiidings, schoois and churches. Definite planning was done in 
advance and an effort was made to make the village or town a pleasant 
and attractive piace in which to live. 


The street system in Stettler is of the gridiron type, 
producing rectangular or gridiron biocks. As was the case in hundreds 
of other prairie towns, villages and hamlets, the first subdivision 
in Stettler was laid out after the arrival of the railroad. As a result, 
streets in the original subdivision ran at right angles to the C. P. R. 
right-of-way and avenues parailel to it. Main Street was designed to 
be just that, - 100 feet wide and at right angles to the C. P. R. 
depot buiiding. 


However, the street system is not at right angies to the 
C. N. R. right-of-way, which was established five years later. In 
fact, many streets and avenues end-abruptiy at the C. N. R. right-of- 
way. The V-shape caused by the intersecting raiiway lines defines 
the area in which Stettier has grown and to the present there has been 
little tendency for development outside this area across the railway 


tracks. 


The disadvantages of superimposing a gridiron street 
system upon a given area are glaringly illustrated in the Town of 


Stettler. 


First is the fact that the gridiron street system is not 
adapted to irregular topography. It results in expensive and other - 
wise unnecessary cuts and fills, and may greatly increase the cost of 


instaliing storm sewers. 
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It is difficult to obtain desired differentiation be- 
tween major and minor streets. Which streets will ultimately be- 
come major streets and which ones will remain minor is to a certain 
extent a matter of chance. Residential streets thus can become 
thoroughfares for non-residential traffic. 


Under the gridiron street system 33.6 of the total 
built-up area of Stettler is devoted to streets and aileys whereas 
20 to 25 percent would be adequate, had it been properly planned. 


Aesthetically, a gridiron street system is monotonous 
and unimaginative. It produces endless vistas with no opportuni - 
ties to terminate them. 
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CIRCULATION 


The internal circulation pattern of the Town of Stettler 
is determined, to a great measure, by the location of external highway 
approaches. Provincial Highway No. 12 between Lacombe on the west and 
the Saskatchewan border on the east form the chief arterial approaches 
to Stettler. 


District Highway from the southern localities of Big Val- 
ley, Rumsey, etc. is another important market highway. This road joins 
Highway No. 12 from the east, near the south town limits at the foot 

of Main Street. 


An important branch of Highway No. 12 east of town enters 
at 4ond Street and 49th Avenue. Minor roads enter the town at 57th 
Street and 42nd Street from the north, and from the east at the Cana- 
dian National Railway Station Grounds at the foot of 46th Street. 


Map 10 shows the above-mentioned routes and major traffic 
arteries within the town. 


West Approach - In 1950 the Provincial Department of Highways constructed 
a new section of highway around the built up area of 

town. It was then anticipated that most motorists would use this by- 

pass rather than drive through the residential and congested Commer- 

cial areas. However, Town officials state that the bulk of traffic 

continues to use the original highway route through the town, that is, 

east along 50th Avenue to Main Street. 


Traffic from the west can be classified as Stettler-bound 
and through traffic. Through traffic consists of freight trucks, and 
passenger cars. Although motorists, particularily passenger car drivers, 
use the by-pass highway, many penetrate to the town centre for refresh. 
ment purposes. 


Other through traffic can be accounted for by a small number 
of motorists from west of Stettler driving through the town centre, across 
the C.P.R. railway tracks and north on an improved Municipal District 
road to Camrose. See Map ll. 


Stettler-bound traffic can in turn be broken down into 
"Oil field service" truck and car traffic and "non-oil field service" 
traffic. 


The Stettler oil field, located approximately five miles 
south-west of the town, is serviced primarily by an oil-company-main- 
tained minor road joining Highway No. 12 two and one-half miles west 
of Stettler. Most of the "Oil equipment" warehouses are located in the 
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C.P.R. Station grounds or in the block immediately south of the stat- 
ion grounds between 49th Street and 46th Street. Most traffic between 
the oil field and warehouses traverses 50th Avenue or 51st Avenue be- 
fore entering or after leaving the highway at the beginning of the 
highway by-pass. The presence of these "oil field service” vehicles, 
particularly heavily laden trucks, on these streets had contributed to 
congestion, and dust nuisance arising from unpaved road conditions 


A major problem arising from the dislocation of oil equip- 
ment warehouses in town relative to the location of the oil field and 
highway approaches, is the presence of heavy industrial traffic through 
residential and commercial areas. The situation is further aggravated 
by passenger car traffic passing through residential areas to the com- 
mercial centre. 


East Approach - In 1950, the Provincial Department of Highways con- 
structédiia new section of highway around the south 
side of Cold Lake which joins the Big Valley District Highway at the 
foot of Main Street. This replaced a section along the north side of 
the lake which was subject to flooding. Just west of the beginning of 
the new highway curve, an improved road allowance connects the highway 
and town. This improved road allowance enters the town at 42nd Street 
and 49th Avenue. One quarter-mile south of this corner another road 
branches off to the west crossing the town linits at the C.N.R. station 
grounds at 46th Street. 


Westbound through traffic usually follows the new highway 
around Cold Lake into the town at 50th Street, and west along the new 
by-pass. However, nearly all Stettler-bound traffic from the east and 
eastbound traffic origination in Stettler use the branch roads at 49th 
Avenue and 42nd Street or at 46th Street and the C.N.R. station grounds. 


Use of these roads connecting with the highway by both 
passenger car and truck traffic creates another situation whereby 
residential area streets become through traffic arteries. This is 
particularly evident on 49th Avenue between Main Street and 42nd Street 
and on 46th Street and 47th Street between the C.N.R. station grounds 
and 49th Avenue. 


It is interesting to note that the fairly important road 
link between 46th Street and 47th Street, near the C.N.R. depot, is on 
railway property, no provision for a registered street allowance ever 
having been made. 


In addition to traffic to and from the east, Highway No. 12 
carries Camrose traffic 7 miles east to Botha when weather conditions 
make the road north from Stettler impossible. 
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South Approach - The District Highway from the south serves the dual 

purpose of a market road for the area and a route for 
"oil field" service trucks of Big Valley oil field, which is located 
24 miles south of Stettler. 


This District Highway carries a volume of traffic com- 
parable to, if not greater than, the traffic on Highway No. 12 west 
of Stettler. 


Oil field service trucks entering the town from the south 
usually travel the length of Main Street to reach the various warehouses. 
Here again, heavy industrial traffic passes through the commercial centre 
of town, rather than directly to its destination. 


Parking - As previously mentioned, Stettler is a market town for a 

large area in East Central Alberta. The influx of farmers! 
trucks and automobiles and oil company vehicles creates an acute 
parking space shortage, particularly during business hours in the 
commercial centre. 


No off-street parking space is provided. The available 
curbside parking space is not utilized to the maximum capacity. Absence 
of parking stall markings and subsequent indiscriminate parking reduces 
the number of vehicles that can be accomodated. 


Considering the nature of the farm trade, the length of 
parking time required by each farm vehicle is, at least, several hours, - 
oftentimes a complete day. 


The parking problem in Stettler resolves itself into prov- 
iding sufficient parking space, particularly long-term parking during 
business hours, close to the commercial centre. Falure to do so might 
lead to the partial loss of the farmers' trade by Stettler's business 
establishments. 


Sources of Information: 
Public Works Superintendent - Town of Stettler 
Secretary-Treasurer - Municipal District of Stettler. 
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PUBLIC UTILITIES 


Water Supply - Stettler's water is obtained from wells. Increasing 

hs consumption has caused several of the wells to go dry. 
Replacement wells have been drilled but with only limited success. 
For example: of the four new wells drilled this year (1952) 
below standard in quantity and quality of water. A considerable and 
alarming drop in the water table is indicated by the fact that the 
average depth of well in Stettler at one time was 70 feet compared to 
the 150 foot depth of the recently drilled wells. 


,» two were 


Each operating well is equipped with a pump which dis- 
charges water into one of two ground level reservoirs with a combined 
capacity of 250,000 gallons. Three pumps lift water to the 50,000 
gallon capacity elevated storage tank. 


The water distribution system comprises approximately six 
miles of pipe as shown in Map 12. 
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Sewerage - The existing sewerage system is primarily a sanitary network 
eonsieting of.oyer,6»miles-of,6', 710", 12%; .15" and; 18"_.dia- 


meter pipes as shown in Map 13. A few storm water inlets on Main Street 
are connected to this sanitary system. 


The sanitary sewer system serves most of the built up area 
of the town. General direction of flow is westward to the sewage dis- 
posal plant located immediately north of the C.P.R. tracks and outside 
the town limits. Effluent from the plant is discharged into the near- 
by sluggish Red Willow Creek. 


Aside from the above-mentioned storm water inlets, no storm 
sewer system exists in town. Surface drainage is inadequately handled 
by ditches along streets to low-lying areas in and around town. Map 3 
shows these low-lying areas. 
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Garbage Disposal - Garbage is collected by truck on a weekly schedule 
and disposed of in an open nuisance grounds located 
north east of town. The direction of prevailing winds is such that any 


obnoxious odor and smoke from the nuisance grounds do not affect the 
town. 


Electric Light & Power - Electric power is supplied under a franchise 

as a public utility by the Canadian Utilities 
Ltd. The company's electric plant at Drumheller supplies power to Stet- 
tler and many other localities in east central Alberta. 


Natural Gas - Natural gas is supplied under a franchise as a public 
utility by the Stettler Gas Co. Gas was first piped into 
town in the summer of 1951 from the recently discovered gas field 11 
miles southwest of Stettler. During the first winter of operation (1951- 
52) there were four hundred service connections, including 64 commercial 


and industrial connections, consuming approximately 1,000 ,000 cubic feet 
per day. 


The maximum designed flow of the present pipeline is 
3,100,000 cubic feet per day at 14 pounds per square inch pressure. 
This will supply an estimated 1,120 service connections including 210 
commercial and industrial connections. 


The entire built up area of the town is served by the net- 
work of mains shown in Map 1}. 


Sources of Information: 


Haddin, Davis & Brown Ltd., Engineers, - Calgary 
Stettler Gas Company 
"Economic Survey of the Town cf Stettler" - Department of 


Economic Affairs. 
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LAND USE PLAN 


Existing land uses determine, to a great extent, the pro- 
ble pattern of future development. 


Residential - Most of He naturally well drained land has been built 
upon. Two low lying blocks No. 58 and No. 61 between 
5end Street and 54th Street, and 47th Avenue and 48th Avenue are at 


present being filled and will soon be available for construction of 
residences upon them. 


Future residential development is suggested for the very 
poorly drained low-lying area west and south of the school grounds. 
As previously mentioned in this report, opening of this area for re- 
sidential purposes is dependent upon installation of utilities, part- 
icularly storm sewers, and considerable land filling. In addition, 
construction of a storm sewer system in the built-up area, particulary 
west of Main Street, would greatly improve the situation by diverting 
much of the surface water which otherwise would drain into this low- 
lying area. 


Despite the disadvantages and difficulties apparent in 
preparing this land for residential use, it is idealy located for 
this purpose in relation to the school and to the highway by-pass. 
This area is north of the highway by-pass and therefore, children on 
their way to school would not be required to cross this thoroughfare. 


Stettler has as yet not encountered serious fringe-type 
development problems. Several houses have been erected or placed 
immedialtely west and also south of the town limits. With cooperation 
of the Municipal District of Stettler, authorities, future undesir- 
able fringe development can be avoided. Prohibiting suhAivisions 
adjacent to the town limits, and zoning aricultural lands as such 
are two steps in this direction. 
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Commercial - The commercial area will no doubt continue along Main Street. 

Future commercial development should be encouraged to occupy 
vacant land along Main Street as fiar south as 47th Avenue, and in the 
blocks immediately south of the C. P. R. Station Grounds between 5lst 
Street and 46th Street. Special effort should be made to prevent strip 
commercial development along an avenue which intersects Main Street. At 
present, the beginning of such a strip is becoming evident along 50th 
Avenue. 


In view of the steadily increasing number of residences in 
West Stettler, which is approximately one-half mile from Main Street, 
it is suggested that land be set aside for several commercial enterprises 
of a purely local service character. That is, a grocery store or butcher. 
Privately-owned vacant iand at the corner of Sist Avenue and 58th Street 
would be suitable for this purpose. As shown in Map 16, the area is suf- 
ficiently large to aliow landscaping and orienting the commercial type 
building so that the residential character of the vicinity would not be 
adversely affected. Any and ail plans for development in this proposed 
commercial area should be carefully scruitinized by Town Council to ensure 
conformity with the objectives of this proposal. 


It should be brought out here that no commercial building of 
any kind is to be permitted on 50th Avenue between 6lst Street and 57th 
Street. This is the main west approach to the town and as such should 
remain clear of businesses which would attract more persons and vehicles 
to this through road. Businesses on this main west approach to town, 
rather than being purely iocal service in character, would also tend to 
attract Main Street-bound farmer trade from west of Stettler, to the de- 
triment of long established business enterprises in the business centre. 


The construction of a circumferential road as is proposed 
elsewhere in this report would result in additional traffic on 51st 
Avenue. Activity at the intersection at 5ist Avenue and Main Street would 
greatly increase. The availability of approximately 15,000 square feet 
vacant town-owned land on each side of Main Street at this intersection 
leads to the proposal for the erection of the new post office and federal 
building in this vicinity. As a resuit of more area available for buiid- 
ing and parking facilities, the advantages of this location far overweigh 
any merits of the most recent site selected by the Federal Government. 
The site selected on Main Street immediately north of the town fire hall 
at 49th Avenue would not provide off street parking for post office 
customers, thereby generating more demand for street parking space in an 
area already overcrowded with vehicles. 


Industrial - As mentioned previously in this report, existing conditions 
do not indicate large scale industrial development to occur 


in Stettler as a result of oil and natural gas discoveries. 
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Therefore, land suggested for future industrial use is 
primarily suited for light industries or warehouse storage use. These 
areas are:(1) The block immediately south of the C. P. R. Station 
Grounds between 47th Street and 48th Street, plus the east half of Block 
6 fronting on 48th Street and the west half of biock 23 fronting on 47th 
Street, (2) The vacant land immediately west of the intersection of 
Popes hs and C. Ni Re tracks. 


A proposal for re-plotting this land, tieing it in with the proposed 
circumferential road, is shown in Figure 6. In addition to being readily 
served by both railway lines, the proposed industrial area would be 
easily assessible to, from the south by the proposed circumferential road, 
from the east by an improved road allowance and railway crossing, from 
the north and west by an improved 51st Avenue. 


Building Regulations: In conjunction with the proposed land use plan, 
the regulation and inspection of all building acti- 
vity within the town is of utmost importance. 


Bringing into effect and adhering to building re- 
gulations based upon the National Building Code would prevent moving of 
unsightly houses in poor condition from outside points to Stettler, (e.g. 
old street-car bodies) and the erection of sub-standard buildings. 


In this respect, examination of Map 5- "Age of 
Built-up Area" and Map 6 - "condition of Building" shows many residential 
buildings erected since the end of World War II as being in poor condi- 
tion. Absence of enforcement of building regulations has, no doubt, con- 
tributed to this situation. 


The size and present rate of growth of Stettler 
warrant the appointment of a full-time building inspector to administer 
provisions of building regulations adopted by Council, and to carry out 
duties delegated to him by Council under its Interim Development Order 


powers. 
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CIRCULATION 


Establishment of a circumferential road about the 
existing and future built-up area is herein proposed. 


Main functions of the circumferential road would be: 
(1) To remove through car and truck traffic from residential and also 
commercial districts of town. (2) To provide quick and easy access to 
the proposed new industrial area in east Stettler.- 


The proposed road is shown in Map 15. Most of the route, 
namely, the new highway bypass and 47th Avenue, 49th Avenue from the west 
town limits to 57th Street, 57th Street between 50th Avenue and 5Sist 
Avenue, and 51st Avenue from 57th Street to 45th Street, has an improved 
graveiied surface and is in use. The remaining section of the proposed 
road, in the east part of town, does not exist. In fact, right-of-way 
for this section wouid first have to be obtained. 


A section of the proposed circumferential road parallel 
and adjacent to the C. N. R. Station Grounds would traverse parts of exist- 
ing improved and unimproved dead end streets and aileys, town-owned vac~ 
ant land, privately-owned land, including and existing mink farm, and pos~ 
sibly a strip of the C. N. R. Station Grounds (the latter depending upon 
final road location). As shown on Map i5, the section of road from the 
new railway crossing north to 5ist Avenue wouid be constructed on town- 
owned vacant land and unimproved streets. A section of 5ist Avenue east 
from 45th Street would also have to be constructed. 


In order for the circumferential road to successfully ful- 
fill its functions, it will be necessary to close several streets, at 
specified places, two of which are now heavy traffic streets through re- 
sidential areas. 


The two major streets to be ciosed are: (1) 50th Avenue at 57th Street. 
(2) oth Avenue just east of 44th Street. Other street closings wouid 
be necessary on 50th Avenue at 3rd Street, and the existing C. N. R. 
grade crossing at h6th Street. Under the proposal shown in Figure 6, the 
4Oth Avenue C. N. R. grade crossing would be re-aligned to cross the raii- 


way tracks at a right angle. 


The effect of closing 50th Avenue at 57th Street would he 
to divert traffic, originating west of Stettler, north on 57th Street 
and then east on 50th Avenue. From 50th Avenue, motorists would be able 
to turn right at any street, depending upon the place of destination. 
"Oilfield service" traffic entering Highway No. 12 from the "Stettler 
field" would use this route to the warehouses and any future industries 
that may arise in and immediately south of the C. P. R. station grounds , 
and the proposed new jndustrial area in East Stettler. Westbound traffic 
would be inclined to use 5ist Avenue, rather than 50th Avenue to 56th 
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Street and then north on this street to 5list Avenue, if its condition 


is very good (e.g. hard surfaced) and less hazardous (e.g. no cross 
streets). 


Another effect of closing 50th Avenue at 57th Street 
and subsequent transfer of through traffic to 5ist Avenue would be a 
safer approach to school for children residing between 50th Avenue and 
5ist Avenue. Map 8 shows the heavy concentration of children in this 
area that would not have to cross a busy thoroughfare, as is now the 
case. 


The effect of closing 49th Avenue just east of 44th 
Street would be to divert traffic using the east approach to town, north 
on the proposed new section of the circumferential road to 5ist Avenue, 
as shown in Map 15. The closing of 50th Avenue at 43rd Street would 
prevent it from becoming a through road, replacing 49th Avenue. From 
Hist Avenue, motorists would be able to turn left at any street, depend- 
ing upon the piace of destination. 


Closing the C. N. R. grade crossing at 46th Street 
wouid eliminate a dangerous intersection that would otherwise arise once 
the section of the circumferential road paraileling the C. N. R. station 
grounds is constructed. The need for this crossing would also decrease 
when 46th Street is closed just south of 48th Avenue. 


As a result of the proposed location of railway cross- 
ing and circumferential road, motorists from the east destined for the 
northern haif of the Stettler built-up area wouid be more likeiy to use 
the east approach via the government road allowance than motorists 
bound for the south half of the buiit-up area. The south haif wouid be 
more easily accessible via the existing Highway No. 12 entering Main 
Street from the south. 


Traffic originating south of Stettler, which includes 
"Big Valley oilfieid service" traffic would continue to use the above- 
mentioned south approach. Traffic from the south destined for the new 
industrial area in east Stettler would turn right from Main Street at 
h7th Avenue and then along the proposed section of the circumferential 
road parallel to the C. N. R. Station Grounds. , 


Parking: The first step in providing additional parking space in the 
business centre is to mark angle parking stalls on Main Street 
and to enforce correct parking according to these markings. In the ab- 
sence of road pavement, marking parking stall limits is more difficult. 
Therefore, it is suggested that stripes be painted on the sidewaik and 
curb, as shown in Figure 7, to indicate width and angle of parking space. 
In addition, several signs should be placed on the Main Street sidewalks 
adjacent to the curb stating 60 degree angle parking only permitted. 





yh 


The second step in providing additional parking space 
is for Council to require off-street parking space to be provided by 
each building permit applicant in the commercial and industriai areas 
of town. The size of parking area to depend upon parking demand 
generated by the businesses to occupy the building. This ratio can be 
based upon floor space or number of customers of the business. 


The third step in providing additional parking space in 
the business centre is for Council to regulate the curb length in 
front of service stations and garages from which parking is prohibited. 
At present, there is an excessive amount of such sterile curb space, 
particuiarly along Main Street. 
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FIGURE 7 


BSeGoeoTlED STREET 


PARKING MARKINGS 
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